
Proficiency Descriptors  

 
 

Mastery 
 
As specified by the 
grade level/course level 
standard, a student at 
the mastery level is able 
to apply and adapt to 
new situations or real 
world situations outside 
of the context in which 
it was taught.  The 
student demonstrates a 
level of understanding 
that seamlessly connects 
related or previously 
explored concepts.  
 
4 points 

Competent 
 
As specified by the 
grade level/course level 
standard, student 
demonstrates 
competence within the 
standards.  While the 
student has not yet 
consistently achieved 
more advanced 
demonstrations, the 
student has fully met the 
expectations of the 
content standard. 
 
3 Points 
 

Developing 
 
As specified by the 
grade level/course level 
standard, student has 
basic conceptual 
understanding of the 
content standard but 
needs scaffolded 
practice to apply it.  
 
2 points 

Beginning 
 
As specified by the 
grade level/course level 
standard, student is not 
yet able to demonstrate 
understanding of the 
specific grade 
level/course level 
standards.  
 
1 point 

Insufficient Evidence 
 
As specified by the 
grade level/course level 
standard, student has 
not yet submitted the 
requisite amount of 
evidence to justify a 
passing level.  Either 
whole pieces of 
evidence are missing or 
the submitted evidence 
is incomplete. 
 
0 point 

 
 
  



Reading Literature Standards  

Key Ideas and Details  

Name the Outcome: RL.1 
Friendly Name: Text Evidence  

Grade  
 

Mastery 
4 points 

Competent 
3 Points 

Developing 
2 points 

Beginning 
1 point 

Insufficient 
Evidence 
0 points 

7 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Creates an analysis using inference and 
several pieces of textual evidence. 
 

Forms an inference about the text 
using several pieces of textual 
evidence. 

Identifies textual evidence to 
support what the text says 
explicitly. 
 
State an inference. 

States what happens in the 
text. 

 

8 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Creates an analysis citing the textual 
evidence that most strongly supports what 
the text means. 

Forms an inference about the text 
citing evidence that most strongly 
supports what the text means. 

Identifies textual evidence to 
support what the text says 
explicitly. 
 
States an inference. 

States what happens in the 
text. 

 

9-10 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Cites strong and thorough textual evidence 
by analyzing what the text says and by using 
inferences and makes connections beyond 
the text. 

Cites strong and thorough textual 
evidence by analyzing what the 
text says and by using inferences. 

Cites textual evidence by 
analyzing what the text says 
and by using inferences. 

Cites textual evidence using 
what the text says or by 
using inferences. 

 

11-12 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Cites strong and thorough textual evidence 
by analyzing what the text says and by using 
inferences and makes connections beyond 
the text. 
 

Cites strong and thorough textual 
evidence by analyzing what the 
text says and by using inferences. 
 
Identifies where matters are left 

Cites textual evidence by 
analyzing what the text says 
or by using inferences. 
 
Identifies if matters are left 

Cites textual evidence by 
using what the text says or 
by using inferences. 
 

 



Identifies where matters are left uncertain 
and offers suggestions to enhance clarity.  

uncertain.  uncertain.  

 
 
Name the Outcome: RL.2 
Friendly Name: Theme or Central Idea and Summary 

Grade  
 

Mastery 
4 points 

Competent 
3 Points 

Developing 
2 points 

Beginning 
1 point 

Insufficien
t Evidence 
0 points 

7 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Provide a concise objective summary 
of the text  
 
Analyze the development of a theme 
or central idea over the course of a 
text 

Provide an objective summary of 
the text 
 
Trace the development of a theme 
or central idea over the course of a 
text 
 

Summarize the text using 
specific details or important 
parts 
Determine a theme or central 
idea of a text 
 

Identify specific details or 
important parts of a text  
 
Chooses a word or statement that 
communicates the main idea of 
the story, but not the theme 
 

 

8 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and 
plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Provides a concise objective summary 
of the text . 
 
Analyzes the development of a theme 
or central idea over the course of a 
text, including its relationship to the 
characters, setting, and plot. 

Provides an objective summary of 
the text. 
 
Examines the development of a 
theme or central idea over the 
course of a text, including its 
relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot. 
 
 

Summarizes the text using 
specific details or important 
parts. 
 
Determines a theme or central 
idea of a text. 
 

Identifies specific details or 
important parts of a text. 
 
Chooses a word or statement that 
communicates the main idea of 
the story, but not the theme. 
 

 

9-10 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text 

Provides a concise objective summary 
of the text. 
 
Analyzes the development of a theme 

Provides an objective summary of 
the text . 
 
Examines the development of a 

Summarizes the text using 
specific details or important 
parts. 
 

Identifies specific details or 
important parts of a text. 
 
Determines a theme or central 

 



or central idea over the course of a 
text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details.  

theme or central idea over the 
course of a text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details. 

Determines a theme or central 
idea over the course of a text 
and states how specific details 
develop that. 

idea over the course of a text. 

11-12 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 

     

 
  




